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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To realize an error |~
detecting method and its device efficient for

minimization of an optical pickup device.

SOLUTION: In this method to detect a focusing error s
and a tracking error based on a return light flux in the

optical pickup device to perform one or more of

recording, reproduction and deletion of information to an
optical information recording medium to generate an lLf;'
interference pattern in a return light flux, the return light -
flux FX to move toward a return light detecting part is
made incident on a return light flux division optical
element 10, optically divided into a first light flux part
FX1 in which density of the interference pattern in the
zero—th order light of the return light flux does not
change, second and third light flux parts FX2, FX3 in
which the density of the interference pattem
reciprocally changes by the return light flux division
optical element 10, the focusing error is detected by
using the first light flux part FX1 and the tracking error '
is detected by using the second and third light flux parts FX2, FX3.
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